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(g) Multiple band antenna, 

(§) An antenna for reception of signals in a 
plurality of frequency bands employed in port- 
able and vehicular communications is construc- 
ted of a dielectric layer (34) disposed on a 
metallic plate (28) which serves as a ground 
plane. Microstrip antenna elements in the form 
of a planar radiator (24 ;24A ;112 ;120 ;126) en- 
circled by a loop radiator (26£6A;26B) are 
disposed upon the dielectric layer 
(34 ;34,134,132). A rod radiator (22.22A) orien- 
ted normally to the plate extends through the 
planar radiator and the dielectric layer, and is 
surrounded by a dielectric cylinder (44) which 
insulates the rod radiator from the planar 
radiator and the plate (28). The planar radiator 
may be configured as a patch radiator, a spiral 
radiator, or a crossed dipole radiator. Also, one 
or more additional layers of patch radiator ele- 
ments (128,130) may be stacked upon the patch 
radiator to provide a stacked microstrip 
radiator. Terminals (54,56) are positioned about 
the planar radiator for extracting orthogonal 
components of a circularly polarized elec- 
tromagnetic signal. All radiators are smaller 
than approximately one-half wavelength of the 
shortest wavelength signal to be received by the 
antenna. The antenna can be used for receiving 
vehicular signals such as telephony, keyless 
door lock operation, ground positioning satel- 
lite signals, as well as AM/FM radio. 
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This invention relates to portable antennas such 
as a vehicular antenna and, more particularly, to a 
unitary antenna structure having separate portions 
configured for reception of signals in different fre- 
quency bands. 

Vehicular antenna systems, such as those 
mounted on automotive vehicles including cars and 
trucks, may be employed to provide a radio link for va- 
rious electronic systems providing a number of func- 
tions, such as keyless entry to the vehicle for remotely 
locking and unlocking the vehicle as well as turning 
lights and possibly the engine on and off. Additional 
functions include alarm activation and deactivation, 
cellular telephony, and radio including both AM and 
FM radio. Yet another function which may be em- 
ployed is reception of signals received from a global 
positioning satellite (GPS) for navigating an automo- 
bile and for trip planning. 

All of these functions are implemented with the 
aid of some type of a radio link requiring a transmitter 
and/or a receiver installed within the vehicle. The ra- 
dio link for the various functions is accomplished by 
use of separate frequency bands designated for the 
individual functions. The frequency bands for these 
functions are as follows. The global positioning satel- 
lite operates in a frequency band of 1.2 - 1.6 GHz 
(gigahertz) with a nominal wavelength of 8.5 inches 
(216 mm), the transmission of the GPS signal being 
in the nature of a spread spectrum modulation. The 
cellular telephony operates at a frequency of approx- 
imately 860 MHz (megahertz) and has a nominal wa- 
velength of 14 inches (356 mm). In the future, there 
may be microwave operation at L-Band and S-Band 
for satellite based cellular telephone. The AM radio 
operates in a frequency band 540-1600 KHz (kilo- 
hertz) and has a nominal wavelength of 1100 inches 
(27.9 m). The FM radio operates in a frequency band 
of 88-108 MHz, and has a nominal wavelength of 120 
inches (3.05 m). The keyless vehicle entry operates 
at a nominal frequency of 315 MHz and has a nominal 
wavelength of 37.5 inches (953 mm). It is anticipated 
that other functions facilitating the use and safety of 
motor vehicles will also become available, and that 
such functions wOl be allocated a specific band of the 
electromagnetic spectrum for communication with 
the vehicle. Presently, separate antennas are provid- 
ed for accomplishing some of these functions. Some 
functions, such as the AM radio and the FM radio may 
be combined to operate with a single telescoping 
pole, or mast, operative as a monopole antenna. 

A problem arises in that, heretofore, a vehicle, 
such as an automobile, must carry a variety of anten- 
nas to provide the benefits of the aforementioned 
functions. This is inconvenient from the view point of 
manufacture and installation, as well as aesthetic ap- 
pearance, and maintenance or repair of breakage or 
vandalism. 

The aforementioned problem is overcome and 



other advantages are provided by an antenna system 
of the invention which is constructed as a unitary an- 
tenna assembly having separate portions, or compo- 
nents, which are operative in respective ones of the 

5 foregoing frequency bands designated for providing 
the functions of, for example, keyless entry, GPS, 
AM-FM radio, and cellular telephony. It is noted that 
the foregoing set of designated frequency bands is 
based on the present construction of such vehicular 

10 systems, and that other frequency bands may be em- 
ployed for portable systems with their antennas, and 
various vehicular functions in the future. 

In accordance with embodiments of the inven- 
tion, the unitary antenna structure includes a tele- 

15 scoping pole, or rod, operative as a monopole radia- 
tor, for reception of AM-FM radio signals, and for re- 
ception of cellular telephony. A microstrip patch an- 
tenna is provided for the GPS at a base of the tele- 
scoping pole. The pole is positioned directly in a met- 

20 allic surface of the vehicle, t he metallic surface serv- 
ing as a ground plane for radiation patterns produced 
by the components of the unitary antenna structure. 
Also included within the unitary antenna structure is 
a loop antenna which encircles the patch antenna, 

25 and is employed for the keyless-entry function. The 
pole antenna has a length less than approximately 
one-half wavelength of the FM signal. The patch an- 
tenna for the GPS has a size measuring approximate- 
ly four inches (102 mm), this being equal approxi- 

30 mately to half wavelength of the GPS signal, the 
patch antenna being designed to radiate at a desired 
resonant mode. The loop antenna has a circumfer- 
ence only slightly larger than that of the microstrip 
patch antenna and, accordingly, has a cross- 

35 sectional dimension significantly smaller than one- 
quarter wavelength of the keyless-entry signal. The 
loop antenna is designed to radiate at a desired res- 
onant mode for its geometry. 

Each portion of the unitary antenna structure 

40 provides a desired shape of radiation pattern. The 
GPS microstrip patch antenna is designed to provide 
a generally hemispherical form of radiation pattern. 
The radiation pattern of telescoping pole is omnidirec- 
tional in a horizontal plane perpendicular to the pole. 

45 The loop antenna provides a radiation pattern having 
the form of a torus distributed symmetrically about an 
axis of the group antenna. The foregoing radiation 
patterns are understood to be measured at the for 
field, a distance of many wavelengths, from the an- 

so tenna structure. However, since the components of 
the antenna structure may be of the order of a wave- 
length of some of the radiations, it is apparent that 
any electromagnetic interaction among components 
of the antenna system occur in the near field of vari- 

55 ous radiation patterns associated with each of the an- 
tenna components. Because of the near field cou- 
pling, and/or interaction, among the relatively small- 
closely-spaced-antenna components, inductance 
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and capacitance between the various antenna com- 
ponents constitute factors determining the mutual im- 
pedance and loading of each antenna component 
upon an external circuit which either drives a compo- 
nent of the antenna or receives signals from a com- 
ponent of the antenna. In accordance with a feature 
of the invention, the configuration and the arrange- 
ment of the antenna components permit the antenna 
components to receive their designated signals, es- 
sentially without significant interference from other 
ones of the signals, so that all of the foregoing func- 
tions can be performed adequately. 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention 
will now be described, by way of example, with refer- 
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view, partially diagrammat- 
ic, of an embodiment of an antenna assembly ac- 
cording to the present invention, a portion of a 
cover layer being partially cut away to expose 
components of the antenna assembly; 
Fig. 2 is a plan view, partially diagrammatic, of the 
antenna assembly taken along the line 2-2 in Fig. 
1, the view of Fig. 2 also showing external elec- 
tronic equipment connected to the antenna as- 
sembly, the line 2-2 extending along a bottom 
surface of a ground plate of the antenna assenv 
n bly; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary portion of a sectional view 
taken along the line 3-3 in Fig. 1, Fig. 3 showing 
diagrammatically also a connection to electronic 
circuitry; 

Fig. 4 is a stylized view of a motor vehicle with the 
antenna assembly of Fig. 1 mounted to an exter- 
ior surface of the vehicle; 
Fig. 5 shows deployment of the antenna assem- 
bly of Fig. 1, in stylized fashion, upon the surface 
of the earth; 

Fig. 6 shows an alternative form of construction 
of the antenna assembly wherein portions of a 
loop component of the antenna assembly are 
stepped and extend over feeds for a patch radia- 
tor of the assembly; 

Figs. 7, 8 and 9 show simplified fragmentary per- 
spective views of alternative embodiments of the 
antenna assembly providing respectively for a cir- 
cular patch and loop radiators, orthogonally dis- 
posed dipole radiators encircled by a rectangular 
loop and a dipole spiral configuration of radiator; 
Fig. 10 is a sectional view, similar to that of Fig. 
3, of a further embodiment of the invention em- 
ploying a stack of three patch radiators for multi- 
ple frequency band use, Fig. 10 also showing di- 
agrammatically a coupling of the patch radiators 
to electronic circuitry; 

Fig. 11 shows a radiation pattern for a patch radi- 
ator of an antenna assembly of Fig. 1 ; 
Fig. 1 2 shows a radiation pattern for a rod radiator 
of a patch antenna assembly of Fig. 1 ; 



Fig. 13 shows a radiation pattern for a loop radi- 
ator of an antenna assembly of Fig. 1 ; and 
Fig. 14 is a fragmentary view of an alternative em- 
bodiment of the antenna assembly of Fig. 1 
5 wherein a rod radiator incorporates a coQ section. 

Figs. 1 to 3 show an antenna assembly 20 com- 
prising a telescoping rod shaped radiator 22, a planar 
radiator 24 in the shape of a patch disposed about a 
base of the rod radiator 22, and a loop radiator 26 en- 

10 circling both the planar radiator 24 and the rod radi- 
ator 22. The rod radiator 22, the planar radiator 24, 
and the loop radiator 26 are supported upon a metal- 
lic, electrically-conducting plate 28 which serves as a 
ground plane of the antenna assembly 20, and also 

is forms the top of a metallic box 30 which serves as a 
base of the antenna assembly 20. The box 30 enclos- 
es coupling circuitry 32 by which external electronic 
components are coupled to the planar radiator 24 and 
the loop radiator 26, and to the body of a vehicle as 

20 extended ground plane. 

The planar radiator 24 is supported by a dielectric 
layer 34 which rests upon the plate 28 and serves as 
a spacer for providing a desired spacing between the 
planar radiator 24 and the plate 28. The dielectric lay- 

25 er 34 extends outward beyond the planar radiator 24 
to support the loop radiator 26 and to serve as a 
spacer between the loop radiator 26 and the plate 28. 
This form of construction is recognized as the micro- 
strip form of construction and, accordingly, both the 

30 planar radiator 24 and the loop radiator 26 are micro- 
strip radiating components. If desired, a protective 
cover layer of an electrically insulating material may 
be provided on top of the planar radiator 24, the radi- 
ator 26 and exposed portions of the top surface of the 

35 plate 28. The planar radiator 24 and the loop radiator 
26 are fabricated of electrically conductive material, 
preferably a metal such as copper or aluminium which 
can be deposited on the dielectric layer and config- 
ured with a desired shape by photolithography and 

40 well-known etching procedures. Similarly, the box 30 
including both the plate 28 and sidewalls 38 of the 
box 30 are fabricated of a metal such as copper or alu- 
minium. The dielectric layer 34 may be fabricated of 
a ceramic, electrically-insulating material, such as, 

45 alumina. 

The rod radiator 22 is fabricated of a plurality of 
elongate cylindrical elements of which two such ele- 
ments 40 and 42 are shown by way of example, the 
element 42 telescoping within the element 40. Byway 

so of example, in the construction of an alternative em- 
bodiment of the rod radiator, as will be described with 
reference to Fig. 14, the rod radiator may be fabricat- 
ed with a choke to vary its electrical length, in terms 
of the number of wavelengths or fractional wave- 

55 length of received radiation, to accommodate various 
frequencies. The rod radiator 22 is surrounded by a 
dielectric electrically-insulating cuff 44 which encir- 
cles the base of the rod radiator 22 for positioning the 
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rod radiator 22 upon the plate 28. The cuff 44 allows 
the rod radiator 22 to pass through the planar radiator 
24, the dielectric layer 34, and the plate 28 while 
maintaining electrical insulation between the rod ra- 
diator 22 and the planar radiator 24 as well as be- 5 
tween the rod radiator 22 and the plate 28. A tele- 
scope drive 46 is mounted on a bottom side of the 
plate 28, and is connected by mechanical links 48 and 
50, indicated diagrammaticaJty in Fig. 2, to the ele- 
ments 42 and 40, respectively, of the rod radiator 22 1 o 
for elevating the radiator 22 to a desired height, and 
for retracting the radiator 22 via a telescoping of the 
radiator 22. Electric signals for activating the drive 46 
are provided by an external source (such as a radio, 
telephone and/or ignition circuit, not shown) by wires 15 
52. 

The planar radiator 24 is provided with two termi- 
nals 54 and 56 which extend, respectively from sides 
58 and 60 of the planar radiator 24, the two sides 58 
and 60 being perpendicular. The terminal 54 is locat- 20 
ed at the centre of the side 58, and the terminal 56 is 
located at the centre of the side 60. This arrangement 
of the terminals 54 and 56 allows for a space- 
quadrature energization of the planar radiator 24 to 
produce a circularly polarized electromagnetic wave 25 
upon introduction of a phase shift of 90 degrees be- 
tween signals applied to the terminals 54 and 56. 
Similarly, during reception of electromagnetic radia- 
tion by the planar radiator 24, the radiator 24 can re- 
ceive circularly polarized radiation with orthogonal 30 
components of the radiation appearing at the termi- 
nals 54 and 56. The terminals 54 and 56 connect with 
the coupling circuitry 32 by means of coaxial trans- 
mission lines 62 and 64, respectively. Each of the 
transmission lines 62 and 64 comprises an outer elec- 35 
trically-conductive metallic shell 66 and an inner cen- 
tral conductor 68 which are spaced apart by a dielec- 
tric, electrically-insulating cylinder 70. In the transmis- 
sion line 62, the central conductor 68 connects with 
the terminal 54. In the transmission line 64, the cert- 40 
tral conductor 68 connects with the terminal 56. The 
central conductor 68, for each of the transmission 
lines 62 and 64, passes through an aperture 72 in the 
plate 28 to make connection with the respective one 
of the terminals 54 and 56, the apertures 72 having 45 
the same diameters as the inner diameter of the 
shells 66. In similar fashion, the loop radiator 26 is cut 
to form two loop terminals 74 and 76 which connect 
via electrically-conductive rod elements 78, or insulat- 
ed plated through holes (not shown), to the coupling 50 
circuitry 32. The rod elements 78 pass via an aperture 
80 (Fig. 2) in the plate 28. 

The coupling circuitry 32 includes a hybrid circuit 
82 for receipt of signals of a global positioning satellite 
(GPS), the hybrid circuit 82 combining the signals re- 55 
ceived by the transmission lines 62 and 64 into a sin- 
gle signal which is outputted via a coaxial connector 
84 to electrical circuitry operative with a GPS system 



86, the connector 84 being mounted in a sidewall 38 
of the box 30. The hybrid circuit 82 provides for a 
phase shift of 90 degrees between components of the 
circularly polarized signals communicated via the 
transmission lines 62 and 64 from the planar radiator 
24 so as to combine the two components into a single 
output signal which is applied to the GPS system 86. 
The hybrid circuit 82 is constructed in a well-known 
fashion, and may be realized as a microstrip circuit 
The hybrid circuit 82 is positioned at a location of con- 
venience, such as by being mounted to a bottom sur- 
face of the plate 28, as indicated in Fig. 2, or by being 
placed directly on the top surface (not shown) of the 
dielectric layer 34 and connected to the terminals 54 
and 56 by microstrip feed lines (not shown). 

The coupling circuitry 32 comprises a further hy- 
brid circuit 88 connecting via the rod elements 78 to 
the loop radiator 26. The hybrid circuit 88 includes a 
balun 90 for coupling signals via a coaxial connector 
92 to circuitry of a keyless entry system 94. The co- 
axial connector 92 is mounted in a sidewall 38 of the 
box 30. An electromagnetic signal received by the 
loop radiator 26 induces a phase shift of 90 degrees 
between the terminals 72 and 76 of the loop radiator 
26 and, accordingly, the hybrid circuit 88 introduces 
a further phase of 90 degrees between these two sig- 
nals so as to combine the two signals at the balun 90 
for outputting to the keyless entry system 94. The hy- 
brid circuit 88 is fabricated of well-known circuitry, 
and is positioned at a location of convenience, such 
as by a mounting on the bottom surface of the plate 
28, as Is indicated in Fig. 2. It is to be understood that, 
with respect to both of the hybrid circuits 62 and 88, 
the presentation of the circuits in Fig. 2 is diagram- 
matic and has been simplified by omitting well-known 
components such as terminating resistors for unused 
ports of the hybrid circuits. 

The coupling circuit 32 also provides for connec- 
tion of the element 42 of the rod radiator 22 via a co- 
axial connector 96 (Fig. 2) and a diplexer 98 for com- 
munication of signals to a telephone 1 00 and a radio 
1 02. The centre conductor of the connector 96 is con- 
nected to the antenna elements 40 and 42. The di- 
plexer 98 is operative to separate signals in different 
frequency bands, thereby to apply telephone signals 
to the telephone 100 and radio signals to the radio 
1 02. The diplexer 98 operates in reciprocal fashion so 
as to communicate outgoing telephony signals from 
the telephone 100 to the rod radiator 22 for transmis- 
sion therefrom. The ground plane of the plate 28 co- 
operates with the rod radiator 22 in developing its mo 
nopole radiation pattern, the ground plane being con- 
nected via the box 30 to the outer conductor of the 
connector 96 by virtue of a mounting of the connector 
96 to a skJewafl 38 of the box 30. 

The antenna assembly 20 is portable, as is 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. In Fig. 4, the antenna assem- 
bly 20 is mounted in a depression in the fender of an 
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automobile 1 04. The circuits of the keyless entry sys- 
tem 94, the GPS system 86, the telephone 100 and 
the radio 102 (shown in Fig. 2 but not in Fig. 4) are car- 
ried within the vehicle 104 and connected to the an- 
tenna assembly 20 as disclosed in Fig. 2. The auto- 
mobile 104 is understood to be fabricated of metal, 
particularly the outer surface thereof being formed 
as a metallic surface. The metallic surface of the au- 
tomobile 104 serves as a continuation of the ground 
plane of the plate 28 of the antenna assembly 20. In 
Fig. 5, the antenna assembly 20 is mounted directly 
on the earth's surface, on the ground 106 which, by 
virtue of its electrical conductivity, serves as an ex- 
tension of the ground plane provided by the plate 28 
of the antenna assembly 20. By way of example, in 
the use of the antenna assembly 20 of Fig. 5, the GPS 
system 86 (not shown in Fig. 5) may be connected to 
the antenna assembly 20 so as to allow a hiker to de- 
termine his location in the forest Also, if desired, the 
telephone 100 may be connected to the antenna sys- 
tem 20 to enable the hiker to communicate with peo- 
ple at distant locations. In the situation of Fig. 5, the 
antenna assembly 20 with its associated circuitry 
would be operated by battery electric power (not 
shown). 

Fig. 6 shows a fragmentary view of an antenna 
assembly 20A which is an alternative embodiment to 
the antenna assembly 20 of Fig. 1. In Fig. 6, the pla- 
nar radiator 24 is provided with microstrip feeds 108 
connected to the terminals 54 and 56 for coupling sig- 
nals between the planar patch radiator 24 and a hy- 
brid circuit (not shown) such as the hybrid circuit 82 
(Fig. 2), the hybrid circuit being positioned at a loca- 
tion of convenience either on top of the dielectric layer 
34, or below the plate 28. The antenna assembly 20A 
includes a loop radiator 26A provided with wire sec- 
tions 110 which jump over the feeds 108. In other re- 
spects, the loop radiator 26A is similar in both shape 
and function to that of the loop radiator 26 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 7 shows a fragmentary view of an antenna 
assembly 20B which is an alternative embodiment to 
the assembly of Fig. 1. In Fig. 7, the assembly 20B in- 
cludes the planar radiator 24A configured as a circu- 
lar patch, and having the terminals 54 and 56, previ- 
ously described, for coupling of signals from the pla- 
nar radiator 24A. The planar radiator 24A is encircled 
by a loop radiator 26B of circular configuration, in con- 
trast to the square configuration of the loop radiator 
of Fig.~T. The^lariW^ 

26B are supported by the dielectric layer 34 which, in 
turn, rests upon the plate 28 in the same manner as 
has been described above with reference to the an- 
tenna assembly of Fig. 1. Included in the assembly 
20B of Fig 7 is the rod radiator 22 which functions in 
the same manner as described above with reference 
to Fig. 1. In the operation of the planar radiator 24A, 
circular polarization is produced and, with respect to 
the loop radiator 26B, the radiation pattern is essen- 
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tially the same as that produced by the loop radiator 
26 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 8 shows an antenna assembly 20C which is 
an alternative embodiment to the assembly of Fig. 1. 
In Fig. 8, the antenna assembly 20C comprises a pla- 
nar radiator 24B comprising an array of four longitu- 
dinal radiating elements 112 forming two orthogonal- 
ly positioned pairs of dipole radiators enclosed by the 
loop radiator 26. The radiating elements 112 and the 
loop radiator 26 are supported by the dielectric tayer 
34 which, in turn, rests upon the plate 28. The rod ra- 
diator 22 is located along a central axis of the antenna 
assembly 20C. The radiating elements 112 in each 
pair are colinear. The antenna assembly 20C further 
comprises two hybrid circuits 114, indicated in phan- 
tom view, which function in a manner similar to that 
of the hybrid circuit 82 (Fig. 2) for providing output sig- 
nals in response to illumination of the dipoles of the 
paired elements 112 during reception of an electro- 
magnetic signal. The inboard ends of the radiating 
elements 112, facing the rod radiator 22, connect via 
conductors 116 to terminals of the hybrid circuits 114. 
The conductors 116 are parallel to the rod radiator 22. 
The conductors 116 pass through the dielectric layer 
34 and the plate 28 in the same manner as do the 
conductors 68 of Fig, 2. The hybrid circuits 1 1 4 are se- 
cured to the bottom surface of the plate 28 in the 
same fashion as has been described above for the hy- 
brid circuit 82 in Fig. 2. The hybrid circuits 114 serve 
the function of combining the signals of the paired ra- 
diating elements 112, and for introducing a phase shift 
of 180 degrees to accomplish the combining of the 
two signals. Output signals of the two hybrid circuits 
114 are, in turn, combined by a third hybrid circuit 118 
which introduces a ninety degree phase shift be- 
tween signals of the two hybrid circuits 114 to receive 
circularly polarized signals. Thus, the operation of the 
antenna assembly 20C of Fig. 8 is in accord with that 
of the antenna assembly 14 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 9 shows an antenna assembly 20D which is 
an alternative embodiment of the assembly of Fig. 1. 
In Fig. 9, the assembly 20D includes a planar radiator 
24C comprising two spiral arms 120 spaced apart 
from and positioned symmetrically about the rod ra- 
diator 22. The spiral arms 120 are surrounded by the 
loop radiator 26. The spiral arms 120 and the loop ra- 
diator 26 are disposed upon the dielectric layer 34. In- 
board ends of the spiral arms 120, facing the rod ra- 
diator '22; rare connected by conductors 122, shown in 
phantom view, to a hybrid circuit 124. The conductors 
122 are oriented parallel to the rod radiator 22, and 
pass through the dielectric layer 34 and the plate 28 
(not shown in Fig. 9) in the same fashion as disclosed 
for the conductors 68 of Fig. 1. The hybrid circuit 124 
is positioned at a location of convenience, such as by 
being mounted to the bottom surface of the plate 28. 
The hybrid circuit 124 is operative to combine electro- 
magnetic signals received by each of the arms 120 to 



5 



9 



EP 0 590 955 A2 



10 



provide a single output signal, as does the hybrid cir- 
cuit 82 of Fig. 2. In addition, the hybrid circuit 124 in- 
troduces a phase shift of 180 degrees between the 
arms 120 so as to accomplish the combining of the 
signals received by the two arms 120. As is well 
known, an operating characteristic of a pair of spiral 
radiating elements, such as the two arms 120, is the 
capacity to receive circularly polarized radiation, and 
the capacity to generate circularly polarized radiation 
upon a transmitting of an electromagnetic signal. 
Thus, the antenna assembly 20D of Fig. 9 is capable 
of operating with the same radiation patterns and po- 
larization as does the assembly 20 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 10 shows an antenna assembly 20E which is 
a further embodiment of the assembly of Fig. 1. The 
assembly 20E of Fig. 10 differs from that of Fig. 1 in 
that the assembly 20E comprises a stack of three 
patch radiators 126, 128, and 130 which are stacked 
one upon the other instead of the single planar radi- 
ator 24 of Fig. 1 . The assembly 20E of Fig. 10 includes 
the loop radiator 26 and the rod radiator 22 which are 
constructed and function in the same fashion as has 
been described with reference to the assembly 20 of 
Fig. 1 . The assembly 20E of Fig. 1 0 also includes the 
cover layer 36, the cover layer 36 being partially cut- 
away to facilitate a showing of the components of the 
assembly 20E. The stack of the patch radiators 126, 
128, and 130 are configured as a pyramid 132 with 
the largest of the patch radiators 126 being at the bot- 
tom of the pyramid 1 32. The smallest of the patch ra- 
diators 130 is at the top of the pyramid 132, the re- 
maining patch radiator 128 being of intermediate size 
and being disposed between the radiators 126 and 
130. Each of the radiators 126, 128, and 130 has a 
planar form, and is disposed parallel to the plate 28. 

The dielectric layer 34 serves as a spacer be- 
tween the bottom radiator 1 26 and the plate 28. Asec- 
ond dielectric layer 134 serves as a spacer between 
the radiators 126 and 126. A third dielectric layer 136 
serves as a spacer between the radiators 128 and 
130. Three hybrid circuits 138, 140, and 142 connect 
the patch radiators of the pyramid 132 to the GPS 
system 86. 

The stack of path radiators of Fig. 10 provides for 
a greater bandwidth than the single planar radiator 24 
of Fig. 1. The spiral arm configuration of Fig. 9 also 
provides for a greater bandwidth than does the single 
planar patch rad lator 24 of Fig. 1. In Fig. 10, the hybrid 
circuit 138 connects via a coaxial transmission line 
144 to the bottom and largest patch radiator 126 for 
reception of electromagnetic signals at a lower fre- 
quency band F1. The hybrid circuit 140 connects via 
a coaxial transmission line 146 to the middle patch ra- 
diator 128 for reception of electromagnetic signals at 
a middle frequency band F2. The hybrid circuit 142 
connects the top and smallest patch radiator 130 via 
a coaxial transmission line 148 for reception of elec- 
tromagnetic signals at a higher frequency band F3. 



The three coaxial transmission lines 144, 146, 
and 148 are constructed in the same general fashion 
as has been disclosed for the transmission lines 62 
and 64 of Fig. 3. Thus, in Fig. 10, all of the transmis- 

5 sion lines 144, 146, and 148 comprises an outer shell 
150, a central conductor 152, and a dielectric cylindri- 
cal spacer 1 54 which centres the conductor 1 52 with- 
in the shell 1 50 and insulates the conductor 1 52 from 
the shell 150. Each of the shells connects with the 

10 plate 28. In the transmission lines 144, 146, and 148, 
respectively, the central conductors 152 extend from 
the patch radiators 126, 128, and 130, respectively, 
to the hybrid circuits 138, 140, and 142, respectively. 
In the transmission line 146, the shell 150 extends up 

is to the second dielectric layer 134, and is insulated 
from the radiator 126 by virtue of an aperture 156 in 
the radiator 126. In the transmission line 148, the 
shell 150 extends up to the third dielectric layer 132, 
and is insulated from the radiators 126 and 128 by vir- 

20 tue of apertures 158 and 160 respectively, within the 
radiators 126 and 128. 

As has been disclosed in the embodiment of the 
antenna assembly of Figs. 1-3, the planar patch radi- 
ator 24 has two terminals 54 and 56 which connect 

25 with two input terminals of the hybrid circuit 82 for re- 
ception of an electromagnetic signal. In similar fash- 
ion, in Fig. 10, each of the patch radiators 126, 128, 
and 130 are provided with two terminals for connec- 
tion with the hybrid circuits 138, 140, and 142, respec- 

30 tively. To facilitate t he presentation of the antenna as- 
sembly 20E, in Fig. 1 0, only one terminal of respective 
ones of the patch radiators 126, 128, and 130 are 
shown connected via their respective transmission 
lines 144, 146, and 148 to their respective hybrid cir- 

35 cuits 138, 140, and 142. It is to be understood that a 
further set of three transmission lines, (not shown) 
connects the second terminal (not shown) in each of 
the patch radiators 126, 128, and 130 to the remain- 
ing terminals 162 in each of the hybrid circuits 138, 

40 140, and 142. A fourth terminal in each of the hybrid 
circuits 138, 140, and 142 is shown terminated by a 
resistor 164. 

In operation, each of the hybrid couplers 138, 
140, and 142 is operative, during reception of circu- 

45 larly polarized electromagnetic signals, to combine 
the two orthogonal components of a received electro- 
magnetic signal into a single output signal, respec- 
tively, for the patch radiators 126, 128, and 1 30. Thus, 
the patch radiators of the pyramid 132 are operative 

so to receive circularly polarized signals for operation of 
the GPS system 86. The loop radiator 26 and the rod 
radiator 22 operate as has been described above with 
reference to Figs. 1-3. Therefore, the antenna assem- 
bly 20E of Fig. 10 is operative with radiation patterns 

55 and polarizations in a manner similar to that descri- 
bed above with reference to the antenna assembly 20 
of Figs. 1-3. The patch radiators 126, 128, and 130 
may have a square shape, or a circular shape, or may 
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be elongated in one direction such as in the case of 
a rectangular or elliptical shape should it be desired 
to alter the radiation pattern in one direction from that 
of the perpendicular direction. 

Figs. 11, 12 and 13 show radiation patterns for 
the three components of the antenna assembly 20 of 
Fig. 1, these figures being applicable also to the al- 
ternative embodiments of the antenna assembly dis- 
closed in Figs. 6-10. An XYZ coordinate axes system 
is shown at 166 in Fig. 9, these coordinate axes being 
applicable also to the other embodiments of the an- 
tenna system. In each of Figs. 11, 12, and 13, there 
is a graph presenting the intensity of the radiation pat- 
terns as a function of the coordinate axes X, Y, and 
Z. The intensity is represented by the length of a ra- 
dius vector R in each graph. Fig. 11 shows the radia- 
tion pattern provided by the planar patch radiator 24 
of Fig. 1, and the corresponding embodiments there- 
of in Figs. 6-10 for operation of the GPS system 86. 
Fig. 12 shows the radiation pattern produced by the 
rod radiator 22 for operation of the telephone and the 
radio. Fig. 13 shows the radiation pattern of the loop 
radiator for operation of the keyless entry system. 

Fig. 14 shows an alternative embodiment of the 
antenna assembly of Fig. 1 wherein, instead of the rod 
radiator 22, there is provided a rod radiator 22A which 
incorporates a choke or coil section 168. The coil sec- 
tion 168 loads the rod radiator 22A electrically so as 
to allow a shortening of its physical length, and also 
enhances reception of an electromagnetic signal in 
the event that the rod radiator 22A is inclined at an an- 
gle to the vertical. While the rod radiator 22A has 
been described with reference to the construction of 
the antenna assembly 20 of Fig. 1, it is to be under- 
stood that the rod radiator 22A may be incorporated 
into other ones of the antenna assembly of Figs. 6-1 0. 

With respect to the physical sizes of the radiators 
of the antenna assembly 20, and of the various em- 
bodiments thereof, the rod radiator has an overall 
length which is greater than a cross-sectional dimen- 
sion of the loop radiator, but is less than or equal to 
approximately one-half wavelength of the electro- 
magnetic signal for the cellular telephony, and a much 
smaller fraction of a wavelength of the radio frequen- 
cies of both AM and FM reception. The size and the 
length of an antenna are important design parame- 
ters since an antenna is designed to radiate at a given 
desired mode for which a specific size and dimension 
is selected. Therefore, this embodiment could have 
various sizes to accomplish the same end result In 
the case of the loop radiator for reception of signals 
for the keyless entry system, a diameter of the loop 
is in the range of 4-6 percent of a wavelength of the 
electromagnetic signal. The planar radiator, whether 
in the shape of the patch radiator of Figs. 1-3, or the 
alternative embodiments of Figs. 6-9, has a length on 
a side of approximately one-half wavelength of the 
electromagnetic signal for the global positioning sat- 



ellite. In the case of the antenna assembly of Fig. 10, 
each of the patch radiators of the pyramid 1 32 has a 
length on a side of approximately one-half wave- 
length for the specific frequency band of the electro- 

5 magnetic signal being received for the ground posi- 
tioning system. 

It is to be understood that the above described 
embodiments of the invention are illustrative only, 
and that modifications thereof may occur to those 

10 skilled in the art Accordingly, this invention is not to 
be regarded as limited to the embodiments disclosed 
herein. 



15 Claims 

1. A multiple band antenna comprising: 

an electrically conductive plate (28) serv- 
ing as a ground plane; 
20 a planar electrically conductive radiator 

(24;24A;112;120;126) disposed parallel to said 
ground plane (28), and a dielectric layer (34) in- 
terposed between said planar radiator and said 
ground plane; 

25 an elongate electrically conductive rod ra- 

diator (22;22A) extending through a central por- 
tion of said planar radiator and oriented normally 
to said planar radiator; 

means (44) for insulating said rod radiator 

30 (22;22A) from said planar radiator; 

a loop radiator (26;26A;26B) encircling 
said planar radiator and being electrically insulat- 
ed from said planar radiator, 

wherein a diameter of said planar 

35 radiator (24;24A;112;120;126) and of said loop 

radiator (26;26A;26B) is less than or approxi- 
mately equal to one-half of a wavelength of radi- 
ation to be received respectively by said planar 
radiator and said loop radiator; and 

40 said rod radiator (22.22A) has an 

electrical length greater than a cross-sectional di- 
mension of said loop radiator (22.22A) for recep- 
tion of radiation having a longer wavelength than 
radiation for said planar radiator (24;24A;112; 

45 120; 126) and for said loop radiator (26 ;26A;26B). 

2. An antenna according to Claim 1 wherein said 
loop radiator (26;26A;26B) is disposed in a plane 
parallel to said ground plane (28), and said dielec- 

50 trie layer (34) extends between said loop radiator 

(26;26A;26B) and said ground plane (28). 

3. An antenna according to Claim 1 or 2 wherein 
said loop radiator (26;26A;26B) has a conf igura- 

55 tion which is square or round, said loop radiator 

having a first terminal (74) and a second terminal 
(76) adjacent to said first terminal (74), said loop 
radiator (26;26A;26B) extending from said first 
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terminal (74) around said planar radiator 
(24;24A;112;120;126) to said second terminal 
(76). 

4. An antenna according to any preceding claim 
wherein said insulating means (44) comprises a 
dielectric cylinder disposed about rod radiator 
(22.22A). 

5. An antenna according to Claim 4 wherein said 
ground plane has an aperture therein for receiv- 
ing said dielectric cylinder (44) for supporting said 
rod radiator (22,22A) upon said plate (28), said 
aperture allowing passage of said rod radiator 
(22.22A) through said plate (28) for coupling sig- 
nals received by said radiator (22,22A). 

6. An antenna according to any preceding claim 
wherein said planar radiator (24£4A;112;120; 
126) is configured for reception of circularly po- 
larized radiation, said antenna including a first 
transmission line (62;144) and a second trans- 
mission line (64) coupled to spaced-apart posi- 
tions (54,56) of said planar radiator for coupling 
orthogonal components of an electromagnetic 
signal from said planar radiator. 

7. An antenna according to Claim 6 wherein said 
loop radiator (26;26A;26B) is disposed in a plane 
parallel to said plate (28), and said dielectric layer 
(34) extends between said loop radiator 
(26;26A;26B) and said plate (28), said transmis- 
sion lines (62,64) passing through said dielectric 
layer (34). 

8. An antenna according to any preceding claim 
wherein said planar radiator has a configuration 
of a rectangular patch (24;24A;126), a spiral 
(120), or a crossed dipole (112) and has probes 
(68;116;122) disposed in said dielectric layer 
(34). 

9. An antenna according to any preceding claim, 
wherein said planar radiator is a patch radiator 
(24;24A;126), said antenna further comprising a 
further patch radiator (128; 130) encircling said 
rod radiator (22;22A) and being disposed parallel 
to and spaced apart from said patch radiator 
(24;24A;126), said further patch radiator having 
a smaller size than said patch radiator. 

10. An antenna according to any preceding claim, 
further comprising a protective cover layer (36) of 
electrically insulating material disposed upon 
said planar radiator (24£4A;112;120;126;128; 
130) and said loop radiator (26;26A;26B). 

11. An antenna according to any preceding claim, 



further comprising means (40,42) for telescoping 
said rod radiator (22 t 22A). 
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